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60 DAY PROGRAM – POLITY WEEK 1 AND 2 

Q.1) Consider the following statements with respect to the ‘Act for the Good Government of 

India’: 

1. The entire machinery of administration was bureaucratic, totally unconcerned about 

public opinion in India.  

2. There was no separation of functions, and all the authority for the governance of India, 

civil and military, executive and legislative, was vested in the Secretary of State. 

3. The administration of the country was unitary and rigidly centralized. 

4. The Council of India established under this act had Indian representatives as nominees.  

Which of the following statements are correct? 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 only 

Q.1) Solution (c) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect 

The British Crown 
assumed sovereignty 
over India from the 
East India Company. 
 
Parliament enacted 
the first statute for 
the governance of 
India under the 
direct rule of the 
British Government, 
the Government of 
India Act, 1858. 
 
The entire machinery 
of administration 
was bureaucratic, 
totally 
unconcerned about 
public opinion in 
India. 
 

There was no 
separation of 
functions, and all the 
authority for the 
governance of India, 
civil and military, 
executive and 
legislative, was 
vested in the 
Governor-General in 
Council who was 
responsible to the 
Secretary of State. 
 
The control of the 
Secretary of State 
over the Indian 
administration 
was absolute. 

The administration of 
the country was not 
only unitary but 
rigidly centralised.  
 
The Provincial 
Governments were 
mere agents of the 
Government of India 
and had to function 
under the 
superintendence, 
direction and control 
of the Governor-
General in all matters 
relating to the 
government of the 
Province.  

By this Act, the 
powers of the Crown 
were to be 
exercised by the 
Secretary of State for 
India, assisted by a 
Council of fifteen 
members (known as 
the Council of India). 
The Council was 
composed 
exclusively of people 
from England, some 
of whom were 
nominees of the 
Crown while others 
were the 
representatives of 
the Directors of the 
East 
India Co. 
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Q.2) Which of the following Acts is notable for its object, explained by the Secretary of State 

for India:  

“…to widen the basis and expand the functions of the Government of India, and to give further 

opportunities to the non-official and native elements in Indian society to take part in the work of 

the Government.” 

a) Morley Minto reforms, 1909 

b) Government of India act, 1919 

c) Government of India Act, 1935 

d) Indian Councils Act 1892 

Q.2) Solution (d) 

These were the words of the Secretary, John Wodehouse. 

Two major improvements were introduced by the Indian Councils Act, 1892: 

(a) The non official members of the Indian Legislative Council were henceforth to be nominated 

by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Provincial Legislative Councils, while the non-

official members of the Provincial Councils were to be nominated by certain local bodies such 

as universities, district boards, municipalities. 

(b) The Councils were to have the power of discussing the annual statement of revenue and 

expenditure, i.e. the Budget and of addressing questions to the Executive. 

Thus this act introduced representatives from India. 

 

Q.3)  Consider the following statements regarding the Government of India Act 1909: 

1. Created executive councils in the provinces of Bombay, Madras and West-

Bengal.Introduced the office of a ‘Vice-President’ at both the centre and the provinces. 

2. Established representative form of government in its true sense. 

3. System of communal representation was introduced for Muslims, Sikhs, Indian 

Christians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans.  

Which of the following statements are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 1 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 
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d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Q.3) Solution (c) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Correct Correct Incorrect Incorrect 

 
It created executive 
councils in the 
provinces of Bombay, 
Madras and West-
Bengal. 
 
 

 
It also introduced 
the office of a ‘Vice-
President’ at both at 
the centre and the 
provinces. 

 
The Indians were not 
happy with the rules 
and regulations that 
spelt out the details 
especially the 
introduction of 
separate electorates 
on the basis of 
religion which they 
viewed as divisive.  
 
Other aspects of 
the Act that 
disappointed the 
Indian nationalists 
was limited franchise 
and unreasonable 
qualifications 
required to stand for 
elections. 
 
This act did not 
establish 
representative form 
of govt. 

 
It introduced a 
system of communal 
representation for 
Muslims by 
accepting the 
concept of ‘separate 
electorate’.  
 
The principle of 
communal 
representation was 
extended to Sikhs, 
Indian Christians, 
Anglo-Indians and 
Europeans, by GOI 
Act 1919. 

 

 

Q.4) With reference to Monatgue – Chelmsford reforms which of the following statements 

are correct? 

1. The Council of India was abolished and the structure of government was de-centralised. 

2. Provincial budgets were separated from the Central budget and it authorised the 

provincial legislatures to enact their budgets. 

3. Apart from Dyarchy, bicameralism and direct elections in the country were introduced. 
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Choose from the codes given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 

Q.4) Solution (b) 

The Montague Chelmsford reforms were also known as the Government of India Act 1919 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Correct Correct 

 
The Council of India was 
abolished by the GoI act 
1935. 
 
By the GoI act 1919, the 
central and provincial 
legislatures were authorised 
to make laws on their 
respective list of 
subjects.  
 
However, the structure of 
government continued to be 
centralised and unitary 
 

 
It separated, for the first time, 
provincial budgets from the 
Central budget and authorised 
the provincial legislatures to 
enact their budgets. 
 

 
Dual scheme of governance was 
known as ‘dyarchy’ was 
introduced. 
 
The provincial subjects were 
divided into two parts 
transferred and 
reserved.  
 
It introduced, for the first time, 
bicameralism and direct 
elections in the 
country 
 
 

 

Additional Info: 

 It required that the three of the six members of the Viceroy’s executive 

Council (other than the commander-in-chief) were to be Indian. 

 It granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of 

property, tax or education 

 It created a new office of the High Commissioner for India in London and 

transferred to him some of the functions which were earlier performed by the 

Secretary of State for India. 

 It provided for the establishment of a public service commission.  

 It provided for the appointment of a statutory commission to inquire into 

and report on its working after ten years of its coming into force 
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Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding Government of India Act 1935: 

1. It was a result of discussions and deliberations of three round table conferences held 

during 1930-1932. 

2. Except for the National Liberal Federation most political parties in India took a positive 

view of the Act. 

3. Governor enjoyed critical emergency powers. 

4. This Act extended the provisions of separate electorate to depressed class. 

Which of the following statements are incorrect? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) All of the above 

d) 3 only 

Q.5) Solution (b) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect 

 
To consider the 
proposals of the 
Simon commission, 
the British 
Government 
convened three round 
table conferences. 

 
Except for the National 
Liberal Federation, most 
political parties in 
India took a negative view 
of the Act.  
 
  

 
Governor enjoyed 
critical emergency 
powers. 
 
 

 
Separate electorates 
were provided for 
Muslims, Sikhs and 
others, but not to 
Depressed Classes. 

 

Additional Info: 

On the basis of three round table discussions, a ‘White Paper on Consitutional Reforms’ was 

prepared and submitted for the consideration of the Joint Select Committee of the British 

Parliament.  

The recommendations of this committee were incorporated (with certain changes) in the next 

Government of Inida Act of 1935. 

The Indian National Congress called it a ‘slave constitution that attempted to strengthen and 

perpetuate the economic bondage of India’. 

Some of the key features of the Act were: 
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 The creation of a ‘Federation of India’ that consisted of two levels: a central executive 

and parliament, and below it, provinces and princely states. 

 It discarded the ‘dyarchy’ system at the provincial level and allowed for the emergence 

of popularly elected provincial legislatures. Dyarchy was introduced at the central level, 

key subjects like defence and foreign affairs were under the direct control of the 

Governor General. 

 A federal court was established. 

 The franchise was expanded to 14% of the population from 3%. 

 

Q.6) Consider the following statements: 

1. The interim government 1946-47 functioned according to the Government of India Act 

of 1919. 

2. The interim cabinet had representatives from the Muslim league. 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q.6) Solution (c) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Correct 

 
A federal scheme had been visualised under 
the Government of India Act of 1935, but this 
component was never implemented due to 
the opposition from India’s princely states.  
 
As a result, the interim government 
functioned according to the older 
Government of India Act of 1919. 
 

 
The interim Govt. had members from 
Congress and AIML 
 
Some of the important portfolios  by AIM 
were: 
 
Commerce: Ibrahim Ismail Chundrigar 
Finance: Liaquat Ali Khan 
Health: Ghazanfar Ali Khan 
Law: Jogendra Nath Mandal 
Posts and Air: Abdur Rab Nishtar 
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Q.7) With regards to Union of India and its territories consider the following statements: 

1. The territorial integrity or continued existence of any state is guaranteed by the 

Constitution. 

2. Laws made for admission or establishment of new states and alteration of areas, 

boundaries or names of existing states can be passed by a simple majority.  

3. Settlement of a boundary dispute between India and another country can be done by 

executive action.  

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 2 only 

Q.7) Solution (c) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Correct Correct 

 
As per Article 3 of the 
Constitution, it authorises 
the Parliament to form new 
states or alter the areas, 
boundaries or names of the 
existing states without their 
consent. 
 
Hence, the territorial 
integrity or continued 
existence of any state is not 
guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 
 

 
The Constitution as per Article 
4 declares that laws made for 
admission or establishment of 
new states and formation of 
new states and alteration of 
areas are not to be considered 
as amendments of the 
Constitution under Article 368.  
 
Such laws can be passed by a 
simple majority and by the 
ordinary legislative process. 
 
 

 
The Supreme Court in 1969 
ruled that, settlement of a 
boundary dispute between India 
and another country does not 
require a constitutional 
amendment.  
 
It can be done by executive 
action as it does not 
involve cession of Indian 
territory to a foreign country. 
 

 

Q.8) Consider the following statements with regards to OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) card 

holder: 

1. OCI card holder can open special bank accounts in India just like NRIs and make 

investments.  
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2. OCI card holder cannot vote, hold a government job or purchase agricultural or farm 

land.  

3. OCI cards give you lifetime multiple entry visa to India. 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 

Q.8) Solution (b) 

People who go and live abroad from India can be categorised in three broad categories-NRIs, 

PIOs and OCIs. While NRIs (Non-Resident Indians) is essentially a term for Indians that live in 

another country, PIOs and OCIs are people who want to stay connected and involved with India 

more closely.  

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Correct Correct 

 
An OCI cards holder can 
open special bank accounts 
in India just like NRIs and 
make investments.  
 
OCI holders can also buy 
non-farm property and 
exercise ownership rights. 
 
An OCI card allows you to 
apply for a driver’s license, 
PAN card or open a bank 
account in India. 
 
You get same economic, 
financial and educational 
benefits like NRIs and you 
can also adopt children. 
 

 
An OCI card holder cannot 
vote, hold a government job or 
purchase agricultural or farm 
land.  
 
The person can also not run for 
public office or travel to 
restricted areas without 
permission. 
 

 
OCI cards give you lifetime 
multiple entry visa to India.  
 
You never have to register with 
the Foreigners Regional 
Registration Officers FRRO no 
matter how long your stay is. 
 
If you remain an OCI for 5 years, 
you can attain Indian citizenship 
and then live in India for a 
period of one year including 
short breaks. 
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Q.9) Consider the following statements regarding National Register of Citizens (NRC) and 

National Population Register (NPR): 

1. NRC includes only Indian citizens whereas NPR includes any person who has been 

residing in a local area for at least the last six months. 

2. It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR.  

Which of the following statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q.9) Solution (b) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Incorrect 

 
The NPR is a list of “usual residents of the 
country”.  
 
NPR is not a citizenship enumeration drive, 
as it would record even a foreign national 
staying in a locality for more than six 
months.  
 
This makes NPR different from the NRC, 
which includes only Indian citizens while 
seeking to identify and exclude non-citizens. 

 
The NPR is being prepared under provisions 
of the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the 
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue 
of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003.  
 
It is mandatory for every “usual resident of 
India” to register in the NPR. Only Assam will 
not be included, given the recently 
completed NRC in that state. 

 

 

Q.10) Consider the following statements regarding the Preamble of the Indian Constitution: 

1. The provisions under preamble are justiciable.  

2. Since the time of adoption, it has been amended two times. 

3. It is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’, drafted by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. 

4. The words Socialist, Secular and Republic were added by 42nd amendment. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 
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b) None of the above 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) All of the above 

Q. 10) Solution (b) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Incorrect Incorrect Incorrect Incorrect 

 
Two things should be 
noted regarding 
Preamble: 
 
 It is neither a source 
of power to 
legislature nor a 
prohibition upon the 
powers of legislature. 
 
 It is non-justiciable, 
that is, its provisions 
are not enforceable 
in courts of law. 
 
 

 
Since the time of 
adoption, it has been 
amended only once by 
the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act (1976) 
  

 
The Preamble to the 
Indian Constitution 
is based on the 
‘Objectives 
Resolution’, drafted 
and moved by 
Pandit Nehru, and 
adopted by the 
Constituent 
Assembly. 
 
 

 
42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act (1976) 
added three new 
words: Socialist, 
Secular and Integrity. 
 
 

 

 

Q.11) Which of the following statements is correct regarding regulation of citizenship in 

India? 

a) State Legislature regulates citizenship within respective state. 

b) Both Parliament and State Legislature regulate citizenship. 

c) The Constitution is the sole authority to regulate citizenship in India 

d) Only the Parliament is empowered to make laws regarding citizenship in India. 

Q.11) Solution (d) 

Citizenship in India: 

Part II of the Constitution of India (Articles 5-11) deals with the Citizenship of India. 
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Article 5 speaks about citizenship of India at the commencement of the Constitution (Nov 26, 

1949). 

Article 11 gave powers to the Parliament of India to regulate the right of citizenship by law. 

Thus Citizenship Act 1955 was enacted by the Parliament. It is an act to provide for the 

acquisition and termination of Indian citizenship and the same acts speaks about citizenship of 

India after the commencement of the Constitution. 

 

Q.12) Which of the following provisions of the Indian Constitution reveal the secular 

character of Indian State? 

1. Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of public employment. 

2. No religious instructions to be provided in any State maintained educational institution. 

3. Rights of all minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their 

choice. 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Q.12) Solution (d) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Correct Correct 

 
Equality of opportunity for 
all Citizens in matters of 
public employment (Article 
16). 
 

 
No religious instruction shall be 
provided in any educational 
institution maintained by the 
State (Article 28). 

 
All minorities shall have the 
right to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their 
choice (Article 30). 

 

Additional Info: 

The Constitution of India stands for a secular state. Hence, it doesn’t uphold any particular 

religion as the official religion of the Indian State. 

The following provisions of the Constitution reveal the secular character of the Indian State -: 
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The term ‘secular’ was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976. 

 The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the laws 

(Article 14). 

Equality of opportunity for all Citizens in matters of public employment (Article 16). 

No religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution maintained by the State 

(Article 28). 

All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 

choice (Article 30). 

 

Q.13) What is the importance of the Regulating Act of 1773 in the Indian colonial 

administrative setup? 

1. It was the first step taken by the British Government to control and regulate the affairs 

of the princely states in India. 

2. It designated the Governor of Bengal as the ‘Governor-General of India’ and vested in 

him major executive powers. 

3. It provided for the establishment of a Supreme Court at Bombay presidency. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) None of the above 

Q.13) Solution (d) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Incorrect Incorrect 

It was the first step taken by 
the British Government to 
control and regulate the 
affairs of the East India 
Company in India. 
 
It recognised, for the first 
time, the political and 

It designated the Governor of 
Bengal as the ‘Governor-
General of Bengal’ and 
created an Executive Council 
of four members to assist him. 
The first such Governor 
General was Lord Warren 
Hastings. 

It provided for 
establishment of Supreme 
Court at Calcutta in 1774, 
comprising of one chief 
judge and three other 
judges. 
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administrative functions of the 
Company. 
 
It laid the foundations of 
central administration in India 

 
It made the governors of 
Bombay and Madras 
presidencies subordinate to 
the governor general of 
Bengal, unlike earlier, when 
the three presidencies were 
independent of one another. 

 

 

Q.14) Which of following are the features of a Parliamentary Government? 

1. Political Homogeneity 

2. Nominal and Real Executives 

3. Collective Responsibility 

4. Majority Party Rule 

5. Single Membership 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

b) 1 ,2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 3, 4 and 5 only 

Q.14) Solution (b) 

Hint: Use elimination method and eliminate option 5 

Features of Parliamentary Government 

Political Homogeneity: Usually members of the council of ministers belong to the same political 

party, and hence they share the same political ideology. In case of coalition government, 

the ministers are bound by consensus. 

Nominal and Real Executives: The President is the nominal executive (de jure executive or 

titular executive) while the Prime Minister is the real executive (de facto executive). Thus, the 

President is head of the State, while the Prime Minister is head of the government. 

-Article 74 provides for a council of ministers headed by the Prime Minister to aid and advise 

the President in the exercise of his functions. The advice so tendered is binding on the 

President. 
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Collective Responsibility: This is the bedrock principle of parliamentary government. The 

ministers are collectively responsible to the Parliament in general and to the Lok Sabha in 

particular (Article 75). They act as a team, and swim and sink together.  

- The principle of collective responsibility implies that the Lok Sabha can remove the ministry 

(i.e., council of ministers headed by the prime minister) from office by passing a vote of no 

confidence. 

Majority Party Rule: The political party which secures majority seats in the Lok Sabha forms the 

government. The leader of that party is appointed as the Prime Minister by the President; 

other ministers are appointed by the President on the advice of the prime minister.  

- However, when no single party gets the majority, a coalition of parties may be invited by the 

President to form the government. 

Double Membership: The ministers are members of both the legislature and the executive. This 

means that a person cannot be a minister without being a member of the Parliament. The 

Constitution stipulates that a minister who is not a member of the Parliament for a period of six 

consecutive months ceases to be a minister. 

 Leadership of the Prime Minister: The Prime Minister plays the leadership role in this system 

of government. He is the leader of council of ministers, leader of the Parliament and leader of 

the party in power. In these capacities, he plays a significant and highly crucial role in the 

functioning of the government. 

 Dissolution of the Lower House: The lower house of the Parliament (Lok Sabha) can be 

dissolved by the President on recommendation of the Prime Minister. In other words, the prime 

minister can advise the President to dissolve the Lok Sabha before the expiry of its term and 

hold fresh elections. This means that the executive enjoys the right to get the legislature 

dissolved in a parliamentary system. 

 Secrecy: The ministers operate on the principle of secrecy of procedure and cannot divulge 

information about their proceedings, policies and decisions. They take the oath of secrecy 

before entering their office. The oath of secrecy to the ministers is administered by the 

President. 

 

Q.15) With reference to the division of legislative powers between centre and state into three 

lists consider the following statements: 

1. Matters which permit diversity of interest are enumerated in the State List. 
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2. State List prevails over Concurrent List in case of a conflict between them. 

3. Parliament cannot override a state law in concurrent sphere that has received the 

assent of the President. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Q.15) Solution (a) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Incorrect Incorrect 

 
State List comprises 61 items 
or entries over which the State 
Legislature shall have exclusive 
power of legislation.  
 
The matters of regional and 
local importance and the 
matters which permit diversity 
of interest such as public order 
and police, local government, 
public health and sanitation, 
agriculture, forests, fisheries, 
state taxes and duties etc, are 
included in this list. 
 

 
The Constitution expressly 
secures the predominance of 
the Union List over the State 
List and the Concurrent List 
and that of the Concurrent List 
over the State List. 
 
Concurrent List prevails over 
State List in case of a conflict 
between them. 
 

 
As per A-254(2), 
Parliament is competent, 
by a subsequent 
legislation to override 
such state law in 
concurrent sphere that 
has received Presidential 
assent. 
 

Additional Info: 

 Union, State and Concurrent Lists 

 -List I or the Union list includes 100 subjects over which the Union shall have exclusive power 

of legislation. The matters of national importance and the matters which require uniformity of 

legislation nationwide like defense, foreign affairs, banking, insurance, currency and coinage 

etc. are included in this list 

-List II or the State List comprises 61 items or entries over which the State Legislature shall have 

exclusive power of legislation. The matters of regional and local importance and the matters 

which permit diversity of interest such as public order and police, local government, public 
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health and sanitation, agriculture, forests, fisheries, state taxes and duties etc. are included in 

this list. 

 -List III or the Concurrent List gives concurrent powers to the Union and the State Legislatures 

over 52 items. The matters on which uniformity of legislation throughout the country is 

desirable but not essential such as criminal law and procedure, civil procedure, marriage, 

contracts, torts, trusts, welfare of labour, economic and social planning and education etc. are 

enumerated in this list. 

 -The Constitution expressly secures the predominance of the Union List over the State List and 

the Concurrent List and that of the Concurrent List over the State List. Thus, in case of 

overlapping between the Union List and the State List, the former should prevail. In case of 

overlapping between the Union List and the Concurrent List, it is again the former which should 

prevail. Where there is a conflict between the Concurrent List and the State List, it is the former 

that should prevail. 

 

Q.16) With reference to the State Reorganization Commission 1953, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. On recommendation of this commission initially Indian Union was made of sixteen 

states. 

2. Special safeguards were recommended for linguistic minorities. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

Q.16) Solution (c) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Correct 

 
The commission suggested the abolition of 
the four-fold classification of states under the 
original Constitution and creation of 16 
states and 3 centrally administered 
territories. 

 
Special safeguards were recommended for 
linguistic minorities 
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Additional Info: 

States Re-organisation Commission was setup in 1953 under the chairmanship of Fazl Ali to re-

examine the whole question of creation of states. Its other two members were K M Panikkar 

and H N Kunzru. 

It submitted its report in September 1955 and broadly accepted language as the basis 

of re-organisation of states. 

It rejected the theory of ‘one language– one state’. Its view was that the unity of India should 

be regarded as the primary consideration in any redrawing of the country’s political units. 

It identified four major factors that can be taken into account in any scheme of re-organisation 

of states: 

 Preservation and strengthening of the unity and security of the country. 

Linguistic and cultural homogeneity. 

 Financial, economic and administrative considerations. 

 Planning and promotion of the welfare of the people in each state as well as of the 

nation as a whole. 

 The commission suggested the abolition of the four-fold classification of states under 

the original Constitution and creation of 16 states and 3 centrally administered 

territories. Special safeguards were recommended for linguistic minorities 

 

Q.17) Which of the following features represent the Federal structure of Indian Polity? 

1. Single Citizenship. 

2. Integrated Judiciary. 

3. Bicameralism. 

4. Written Constitution. 

5. Supremacy of the Constitution. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 2, 3, and 4 only 

b) 3, 4and 5 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Q.17) Solution (b) 
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Hint: Use elimination method and eliminate 1 and 2. 

Single Citizenship and integrated judiciary are unitary and not federal features of the Indian 

Constitution. 

Additional Info: 

 A Federal government, is one in which powers are divided between the National government 

and the Regional governments by the constitution itself and both operate in their respective 

jurisdictions independently. 

Features: 

Bicameralism: A bicameral system is considered essential in a federation because it is in the 

upper house alone that the units  can be given equal representation. The Constitution of India 

also provides for a bicameral Legislature at the Centre consisting of Lok Sabha and Rajya 

Sabha.  

Written Constitution: The Indian Constitution is a written document containing 395 Articles 

and 12 schedules, and therefore, fulfils this basic requirement of a federal government.  

 

Supremacy of Constitution: India’s Constitution is supreme and not the hand-made of either 

the Centre or of the States. If for any reason any organ of the State dares to violate any 

provision of the Constitution, the court of laws are there to ensure that dignity of the 

Constitution is upheld at all costs. 

Independent Judiciary: The Constitution establishes an independent judiciary headed by the 

Supreme Court for two purposes:  

One, to protect the supremacy of the Constitution by exercising the power of judicial review; 

and two, to settle the disputes between the Centre and the states or between the states. 

Division of powers between Centre and State: In a federation, there should be clear 

division of powers so that the units and the centre are required to enact and legislate 

within their sphere of activity and none of them violates its limits and tries to encroach 

upon the functions of others. This requisite is evident in the Indian Constitution in Schedule 7. 

Dual Polity: The Constitution establishes a dual polity consisting the Union at the centre and 

the states at the periphery. Each is endowed with sovereign powers to be exercised in the field 

assigned to them respectively by the Constitution. 

Rigidity of Constitution: The division of powers established by the Constitution as well as the 

supremacy of the Constitution can be maintained only if the method of its amendment is rigid. 
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Hence, the Constitution is rigid to the extent that those provisions which are concerned with 

the federal structure can be amended only by the joint action of the Central and state 

governments. 

 

Q.18) Consider the following provisions of the Act: 

1. It designated the Governor-General of India and the provincial governors to act 

on the advice of their respective Council of Ministers in all matters. 

2. It discontinued the appointment to civil services and reservation of posts by the 

Secretary of State for India. 

3. It abolished the office of the Secretary of State for India and transferred his 

functions to the Secretary of State for Commonwealth Affairs. 

Which of the following Acts have the above said provisions? 

a) Cripps Mission  

b) Cabinet Mission 

c) Government of India Act, 1935 

d) Indian Independence Act of 1947 

Q.18) Solution (d) 

Indian Independence Act of 1947 has the provisions mentioned above. 

Additional Info: 

Indian Independence Act, 1947: 

It ended the British rule in India and declared India as an independent and sovereign state from 

August 15,1947. 

It provided for the partition of India and creation of two independent dominions of 

India and Pakistan with the right to secede from the British Commonwealth. 

It abolished the office of viceroy and provided, for each dominion, a governor-general, who 

was to be appointed by the British King on the advice of the dominion cabinet. 

It empowered the Constituent Assemblies of the two dominions to frame and adopt any 

constitution for their respective nations and to repeal any act of the British Parliament, 

including the Independence act itself. 
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It empowered the Constituent Assemblies of both the dominions to legislate for their 

respective territories till the new constitutions were drafted and enforced.  

No Act of the British Parliament passed after August 15, 1947 was to extend to either of 

the new dominions unless it was extended thereto by a law of the legislature of the 

dominion. 

It abolished the office of the Secretary of State for India and transferred his functions to the 

secretary of state for Commonwealth Affairs. 

It proclaimed the lapse of British paramountcy over the Indian princely states and treaty 

relations with tribal areas from August 15,1947. 

It granted freedom to the Indian princely states either to join the Dominion of India or 

Dominion of Pakistan or to remain independent. 

It provided for the governance of each of the dominions and the provinces by the Government 

of India Act of 1935, till the new Constitutions were framed.  

It designated the Governor-General of India and the provincial governors to act on the advice 

of the respective Council of Ministers in all matters. 

It discontinued the appointment to civil services and reservation of posts by the Secretary of 

State for India. 

 

Q.19) Which of the following statements are correct regarding the Constitution of India? 

 

1. It specifies how the government will be constituted. 

2. It lays down limits on the powers of the government. 

3. It provides a standard to examine and evaluate any law and action. 

4. It generates a degree of trust and coordination among people. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Q.19) Solution (d)  
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Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Correct Correct Correct Correct 

 
Constitution of India 
generates a degree of 
trust and coordination 
among people.  
 
It specifies how the 
government will be 
constituted.  
 
It lays down limits on 
the powers of the 
government and It 
provides a standard to 
examine and evaluate 
any law and action. 
 
 

 
 

 
It specifies how the 
government will be 
constituted, who will have 
power to take which 
decisions.  
 
It lays down limits on the 
powers of the government 
and tells us what the 
rights of the citizens are. 
  

 
It provides a 
standard to examine 
and evaluate any 
law and action of 
government, to find 
out whether it is 
good or bad. 
 
 

 
Constitution is the 
supreme law that 
determines the 
relationship among 
people living in a 
territory (called 
citizens) and also the 
relationship between 
the people and 
government. 
 
It generates a degree of 
trust and coordination 
that is necessary for 
different kind of people 
to live together. 
 
 

 

 

Q.20)  Consider the following statements: 

1. If any foreign territory becomes part of India, the government specifies who among the 

people of territory shall be citizen of India. 

2. When an Indian citizen voluntarily acquires citizenship of another country, his Indian 

citizenship is automatically terminated. 

3. The children of foreign diplomats posted in India can acquire Indian citizenship by birth. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 

Q.20) Solution (d) 
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Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Correct Incorrect 

 
If any foreign territory 
becomes a part of India, the 
government of India specifies 
the persons who among the 
people of the 
territory shall be citizen of 
India according to Citizenship 
Act 1955. 

 
When an Indian citizen 
voluntarily acquires 
the citizenship of another 
country, his Indian 
citizenship automatically 
terminates.  
 
This provision, however, does 
not apply during a 
war in which India is engaged. 
 

 
The children of foreign 
diplomats posted in India 
and enemy aliens cannot 
acquire Indian citizenship 
by birth. 
 

 

 

Q.21) Consider the following statements with respect to the principles of the Rule of Law: 

1. Rule of Law ensures arbitrary use of power, that is, no man can be punished except for a 

breach of law. 

2. The concept of Equality before Law is an element of the concept of Rule of Law. 

3. The principle of Rule of Law is incorporated in Indian Constitution from the Constitution 

of United States. 

Which of the above given statements are incorrect? 

 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 ,2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Q.21) Solution: (d) 

 

Hint: Use elimination technique and eliminate option 2. Option 2 is basic knowledge which 

every student must know. UPSC plays with words in the statements, you must carefully read 

every word of the statement.   

 

Statement Analysis: 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 
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Q.22) Consider the following statements with respect to Directive Principles of State Policy 

(DPSP): 

1. Article 37 of the constitution says these principles are fundamental and binding in 

nature. 

2. Directive principles are in the nature of ‘Instrument of Instructions’ to the State. 

3. They seek to establish economic and social democracy in the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Q.22) Solution: (c) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Correct Correct 

 

The Constitution (Article 37) 

itself says that these 

  

The Directive Principles 
constitute a very 

Incorrect Correct Incorrect 

-The law implies : 
 
*Absence of arbitrary power, 
that is, no man can be punished 
except for a breach of law. 
 
*Equality before the law, that is, 
equal subjection of all citizens 
(rich or poor, high or low, official 
or non-official) to the ordinary 
law of the land administered by 
the ordinary law courts.  
 

 
The concept of 
‘Equality before law’ 
is an element of the 
concept of ‘Rule of 
Law’, propounded by 
A.V. Dicey, the British 
jurist.  
 

 
The principle of Rule 
of Law is 
incorporated from 
the Constitution of 
Britain. 
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principles are fundamental in 

the governance of the 

country and it shall be the 

duty of the State to apply 

these principles in making 

laws.  

 

DPSPs are not binding, in 
nature which means they 
are not enforceable by the 
courts for their violation.  
 

 

 The Directive Principles 
resemble the ‘Instrument of 
Instructions’ to the State. 
 

comprehensive economic, 
social and political program 
for a modern democratic 
State.  
 
They aim at realizing the high 
ideals of justice, liberty, 
equality and fraternity as 
outlined in the Preamble to 
the Constitution. 
 

 

Additional Info: 

 

The Directive Principles of State Policy are enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution from 

Articles 36 to 51. The framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the Irish Constitution 

of 1937, which had copied it from the Spanish Constitution. 

They embody the concept of a ‘welfare state’ and not that of a ‘police state’, which existed 

during the colonial era. In brief, they seek to establish economic and social democracy in the 

country. 

The Directive Principles are non justiciable in nature, that is they are not legally enforceable by 

the courts for their violation.   Therefore, the government (Central, state and local) cannot be 

compelled to implement them. 

 

Though non-justiciable in nature, help the courts in examining and determining the 

constitutional validity of a law. 

The Supreme Court has ruled many a times that in determining the constitutionality of any law, 

if a court finds that the law in question seeks to give effect to a Directive Principle, it may 

consider such law to be ‘reasonable’ in relation to Article 14 (Equality before law) or Article 19 

(six freedoms) and thus save such law from unconstitutionality. 
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Q.23) With respect to Fundamental Rights provided in the Indian Constitution, which of the 

following statements are correct ? 

 

1. Fundamental Rights are not absolute but qualified in nature. 

2. Rights under Article 14, 16 and 21 are enjoyed by the foreign citizens also. 

3. They are available against the arbitrary action of the State. 

 

Select from the codes given below: 

 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) 1 ,2 and 3 

d) 1 only 

 

Q.23) Solution (a) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Incorrect Correct 

Fundamental Rights are not 
absolute but qualified, which 
the state can impose 
reasonable restrictions on 
them. 

However, whether such 
restrictions are reasonable or 
not is to be decided by the 
courts.  

Thus, they strike a balance 
between the rights of the 
individual and those of the 
society as a whole, between 
individual liberty and social 
control. 
 

 

Some of the Fundamental 
Rights are available only to 
the citizens (Article 15, 16, 19, 
29, 30) while others are 
available to all persons 
whether citizens, foreigners or 
legal persons like corporations 
or companies. 
 

Most of them are 
available against the 
arbitrary action of the 
State, with a few 
exceptions like those 
against the State’s action 
and against the action of 
private individuals. 
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Additional Info: 

Important features of Fundamental Rights 

- The Fundamental Rights are enshrined in Part III of the Constitution from Articles 12 to 35. 

- In this regard, the framers of the Constitution derived inspiration from the Constitution of USA 

(Bill of rights). 

- They are not absolute but qualified. The state can impose reasonable restrictions on them. 

However, whether such restrictions are reasonable or not is to be decided by the courts.  

- Most of them are available against the arbitrary action of the State, with a few exceptions 

like those against the State’s action and against the action of private individuals. When the 

rights that are available against the State’s action only and are violated by the private 

individuals, there are no constitutional remedies but only ordinary legal remedies. 

- Some of them are negative in character, that is, place limitations on the authority of the State, 

while others are positive in nature, conferring certain privileges on the persons. 

- They are justiciable, allowing persons to move the courts for their enforcement, if and when 

they are violated. 

- They are defended and guaranteed by the Supreme Court. Hence, the aggrieved person can 

directly go to the Supreme Court, not necessarily by way of appeal against the judgement of the 

high courts. 

 

 

 

Q.24) Which of the following statements is/are incorrect regarding the Right to Education as 

provided under the Indian Constitution? 

1. It has been added by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002, which makes only 

elementary education a Fundamental Right and not higher or professional education. 

2. It is available to both citizens as well as foreigners. 

 

Select from the codes given below: 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.24) Solution (d) 

 

* Question is asking to choose incorrect option. 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Correct 

 
Article 21 A declares that the State shall 
provide free and compulsory education to all 
children of the age of six to fourteen years in 
such a manner as the State may determine. 
 
- Thus, this provision which has been added by 

the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002 

makes only elementary education a 

Fundamental Right and not higher or 

professional education. 

 
It is available to both citizens as well as 
foreigners. 
 
 

 

Additional Info: 

 

86th Amendment, 2002: 

* This amendment is a major milestone in the country’s aim to achieve ‘Education for All’. The 

government described this step as ‘the dawn of the second Revolution in the chapter of 

citizens’ rights’. 

* This amendment also added a new Fundamental Duty under Article 51A that reads —‘It shall 

be the duty of every citizen of India to provide opportunities for education to his child or ward 

between the age of six and fourteen years’. 

 

Q.25) The Parliament cannot amend these provisions which form the ‘basic structure’ of the 

Constitution: 

1. Harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles 

2. Principle of equality 

3. Free and fair elections 
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4. Independence of Judiciary 

Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Q.25) Solution (d) 

 

Basic Info: 

- Even though the basic structure doctrine was given by the SC, it is yet to define or clarify as to 

what constitutes the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution. It is not mentioned anywhere in the 

constitution, and our understanding of the basic structure comes from the various judgements 

of the court. 

-  The following have emerged as ‘basic features’ of the Constitution: 

*Supremacy of the Constitution; Sovereign, democratic and republican nature of the Indian 

polity; Secular character of the Constitution Separation of powers between the legislature, the 

executive and the judiciary; Federal character of the Constitution; Unity and integrity of the 

nation; Welfare state (socio-economic justice) 

*Judicial review; Freedom and dignity of the individual; Parliamentary system; Rule of law; 

Harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles; Principle of 

equality. 

* Free and fair elections; Independence of Judiciary; Limited power of Parliament to amend the 

Constitution; Effective access to justice; Principle of reasonableness; Powers of the Supreme 

Court under Articles 32, 136, 141 and 142. 

 

Q.26) Consider the following statements regarding Writ jurisdiction: 

1. Only Supreme Court has been empowered with Writ Jurisdiction. 

2. Parliament by law can extend power to issue Writ to any other courts  

3. The Writ system has been adopted from U.S. Presidential system. 

4. Writs are extra-constitutional rights given to the Judiciary by the Parliament. 

Which of the statements is/are correct? 



 

 

60 DAY PROGRAM – POLITY WEEK 1 AND 2 

a) 2 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) None of the above 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Q.26) Solution (a/c)  

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 

Incorrect  Incorrect Incorrect 

 

In India, both 
Supreme Court and 
High Court have 
been empowered 
with Writ 
Jurisdiction 

 

The Supreme Court 

shall have power to 

issue directions or 

orders or writs for 

the enforcement of 

any of the 

Fundamental Rights 

 

T he origin of 

Writs can be drawn 

from the English 

Judicial system. 

 

 

Supreme Court under 

Article 32 and High 

Court under Article 

226 are empowered 

by the Constitution 

to issue writs. 

 

Additional Info: 

 

Writ jurisdiction under Article 32 of Indian Constitution: 

Article 32 confers the right to remedies for the enforcement of the Fundamental Rights of an 

aggrieved citizen. 

Dr. Ambedkar called Article 32 as the most important article of the Constitution—‘an Article 

without which this constitution would be a nullity. It is the very soul of the Constitution and the 

very heart of it’. 

 The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the Constitution. The right to 

move the Supreme Court by appropriate proceedings for the enforcement of the Fundamental 

Rights is guaranteed by the Constitution. 

 The Supreme Court shall have power to issue directions or orders or writs for the enforcement 

of any of the Fundamental Rights. The writs issued may include: Habeas corpus, Mandamus, 

Prohibition, Certiorari, Quo-Warranto. 
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However, this can be done without prejudice to the above powers conferred on the Supreme 

Court. Any other court here does not include High Courts because Article 226 has already 

conferred these powers on the High Courts. 

The right to move the Supreme Court shall not be suspended except as otherwise provided for 

by the Constitution. Thus the Constitution provides that the President can suspend the right to 

move any court for the enforcement of the Fundamental Rights during National Emergency 

(Article 359). 

 

Q.27) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Duties: 

1. These were added by the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act. 

2. They help the courts in examining and determining the constitutional validity of a law. 

3. They are confined only to Indian Citizens 

 

Select from the codes given below: 

 

a) 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 2 only 

 

Q.27) Solution (b) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Correct Correct 

 
Originally, the Constitution of 
India did not contain these 
duties. 
 
They were added by 42nd 
Constitutional Amendment 
Act, 1976. 
 

 
They are not enforceable by 
law but they help the courts in 
examining and determining the 
constitutional validity of a law. 
 

 
Unlike some of 
the Fundamental Rights 
which extend to all 
persons whether citizens 
or foreigners, 
the Fundamental Duties 
are confined to citizens 
only and do not extend 
to foreigners. 
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Q.28) Consider the following statements regarding Personal Data Protection Bill: 

 

1. The Bill derives its inspiration from a previous draft version prepared by a committee 

headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 

2. It is in conflict with Right to Privacy, which is an intrinsic part of right to life. 

Select from the codes given below: 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.28) Solution (c) 

 

Basic Info regarding Personal Data Protection Bill:  

 It is India's first attempt to domestically legislate on the issue of data protection. 

 The Bill derives its inspiration from a previous draft version prepared by a committee 

headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 

 It is in conflict with Right to Privacy, which is an intrinsic part of right to life and 

personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of 

the Constitution 

 Non-Personalised Data like Browsing Pattern can also be used by fiduciaries to detect 

the behavioural patterns of individuals. 

 Non-personal data refers to anonymised data, such as traffic patterns or demographic 

data. 

 The previous draft did not apply to this type of data, which many companies use to fund 

their business model. 

 The 3 categories of Data created by the Bill are: Personal data, Sensitive personal data 

(SPD), Critical personal data. 

 

Q.29) Consider the following statements:  

 

1. Right to reservation is not a fundamental right. 

2. According to ruling of Supreme Court reservation in promotion is a fundamental right. 

Which of the following statements is/are incorrect? 
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a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.29) Solution (b) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Incorrect 

 
The Supreme Court in  the “Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam v. Union of India and Ors” 
observed that the Right to Reservation is not a 
fundamental right. 
 
However, the Supreme Court pointed that a 
writ petition under Article 32 of the 
Constitution can be filed only in case of 
violation of fundamental rights. 
 
 

 
In the same case the Court had ruled that 
reservation in promotion is not a 
fundamental right. 
 
 

 

Additional Info: 

Provisions in Article 15 and 16 of the Constitution empower the State to make special 

provisions in education and jobs respectively for the socially and educationally backward 

section of the society and for the economically weaker section. 

Although these provisions are mentioned in Part III (fundamental rights) of the 

constitution,  they are not binding on the state. 

 

Q.30) Consider the following rights: 

1. Fundamental Rights have been conferred to the citizens and enshrined in the 

constitution of India. 

2. Constitutional Rights are the basic and inalienable rights granted to each citizen of India 

and in some cases to non - citizens too. 
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3. Legal rights are those rights which are accepted and enforced by the state. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 3 only 

 

Q.30) Solution (d) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Incorrect Correct 

 
Fundamental Rights are the 
basic and inalienable rights 
granted to each citizen of 
India and in some cases to 
non- citizens too. 
 

 
Constitutional Rights: They 
have been conferred to the 
citizens and enshrined in the 
constitution of India. 
 
They are not under the domain 
of Part III of the constitution. 

 
Legal rights are those 
rights which are accepted 
and enforced by the 
state. 
 
 Any defilement of any 
legal right is punished by 
law.  
 
Law courts of the state 
enforce legal rights. 
These rights can be 
enforced against 
individuals and also 
against the government. 
 

 

 

Q.31) Shatrughan Chauhan Case is related to violation of which of the constitutional article?  

a) Article 17 

b) Article 21 

c) Article 18 

d) Article 15 
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Q.31) Solution (b) 

 

Basic Info: 

 

On 21st January 2014, the judgment in Shatrughan Chauhan & Anr v. Union of India was 

delivered by a three-judge bench.  

The Supreme Court while commuting the death sentence of all 15 convicts into life 

imprisonment held that undue, inordinate and unreasonable delay in disposing off the mercy 

petition is in itself a sufficient ground to entitle the convict to pray for commutation.  

The delay in rejecting the mercy plea by the President amounts to torture and is a clear 

violation of Article 21 of the convict rights.  

The Supreme Court, at the same time, however, refused to fix up a certain number of years 

above which undue delay would amount as torture and laid out that the execution of sentence 

must only be done in consonance with the constitutional mandate. 

 

Q.32) Consider the following statements with respect to Fundamental Rights and Directive 

Principle of State Policy: 

1. In the Champakam Dorairajan case, the Supreme Court ruled that in case of any conflict 

between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles, the former would prevail. 

 

2. In Golaknath case the Court held that the Fundamental Rights cannot be amended for 

the implementation of the Directive Principles. 

 

3. In the Minerva Mills case, the Supreme Court held that the Indian Constitution is 

founded on the bedrock of the balance between the Fundamental Rights and the 

Directive Principles. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

a) 1and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Q.32) Solution (c) 
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Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Correct Correct Correct 

 
In the Champakam 
Dorairajan case 1967, the 
Supreme Court ruled that in 
case of any conflict between 
the Fundamental Rights and 
the Directive Principles, the 
Fundamental rights would 
prevail. 
 
It declared that the Directive 
Principles have to 
conform to and run as 
subsidiary to the 
Fundamental Rights 

 
In Golaknath case 1967, the 
Court held that the 
Fundamental Rights cannot be 
amended for the 
implementation of the 
Directive Principles. 
 

 
In the Minerva Mills case 
(1980), the Supreme 
Court held that ‘the 
Indian Constitution is 
founded on the bedrock 
of the balance between 
the Fundamental Rights 
and the Directive 
Principles  
 

 

Additional Info: 

The present position is that the Fundamental Rights enjoy supremacy over the Directive 

Principles. This does not mean that the Directive Principles cannot be implemented.  

The Parliament can amend the Fundamental Rights for implementing the Directive Principles, 

so long as the amendment does not damage or destroy the basic structure of the Constitution. 

 

Q.33) Consider the following statements regarding Preventive Detention: 

1. The Parliament has exclusive authority to make a law of preventive for reasons 

connected with the security of a state. 

2. The detention of a person cannot exceed six months unless an advisory board reports 

sufficient cause for extended detention.  

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.33) Solution (d) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Incorrect Incorrect 

 
The Constitution has divided the legislative 
power with regard to preventive detention 
between the Parliament and the state 
legislatures. 
 
The Parliament has exclusive authority to 
make a law of preventive detention for 
reasons connected with defense, foreign 
affairs and the security of India. 
 
Both the Parliament as well as the state 
legislatures can concurrently make a law of 
preventive detention for reasons connected 
with the security of a state, the maintenance 
of public order and the maintenance of 
supplies and services essential to the 
community.  
 

 
Article 22 grants protection to persons 
who are arrested or detained under a 
preventive detention law.  
 
This protection is available to both 
citizens as well as aliens. 
 
The detention of a person cannot exceed 
three months unless an advisory board 
reports sufficient cause for extended 
detention.  

 

 

Q.34) With regards to Right to property, consider the following statements: 

1. The 42nd Amendment Act made right to property as a constitutional right. 

2. The Apex court ruled that Right to property is a part of basic structure of the 

constitution. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.34) Solution (d) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Incorrect Incorrect 

 
In 1978, the 44th  amendment to the 
Constitution removed the right to property 
from the list of Fundamental Rights and 
converted it into a constitutional right under 
article 300 A.  
 
 

 
In 1973, the Supreme Court gave a 
decision that the right to property was 
not part of the basic structure of the 
Constitution and therefore, parliament 
had the power to abridge this right by an 
amendment. 

 

 

Q.35) Which of the following falls within the purview of law as contained under Article 13 of 

the Constitution?  

1. Ordinances issued by the President. 

2. Statutory instruments in the nature of delegated legislation 

3. Non-legislative sources of law 

4. Permanent laws enacted by the Parliament 

Select from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 4 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Q.35) Solution (d) 

 

Basic Info: 
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Article 13 declares that all laws that are inconsistent with or in derogation of any of the 

fundamental rights shall be void. In other words, it expressly provides for the doctrine of 

judicial review.  

This power has been conferred on the Supreme Court (Article 32) and the high courts (Article 

226) that can declare a law unconstitutional and invalid on the ground of contravention of any 

of the Fundamental Rights. 

 The term ‘law’ in Article 13 has been given a wide connotation so as to include the following: 

 Permanent laws enacted by the Parliament or the state legislatures 

 Temporary laws like ordinances issued by the president or the state governors 

  Statutory instruments in the nature of delegated legislation (executive legislation) like 

order, byelaw, rule, regulation or notification 

 Non-legislative sources of law, that is, custom or usage having the force of law 

Q.36) Which of the following rights falls under the ambit of Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution: 

1. Right to freedom from noise pollution 

2. Right of prisoner to have necessities of life 

3. Right against custodial harassment 

4. Right to free legal aid 

5. Right against public hanging 

Select from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Q.36) Solution (b) 

 

Basic Info: 

 

Article 21 is a fundamental right and is included in Part-III of Indian Constitution. This right is 

available to all citizens as well as non-citizens alike.  It cannot be suspended during an 

emergency.  
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Some of the rights that are currently included in the ambit of Article 21 includes (mentioned in 

Menaka Case): 

Right to live with human dignity, Right to the decent environment including pollution-free 

water and air and protection 

Right to livelihood, Right to privacy, Right to shelter, Right to health, Right to free education up 

to 14 years of age. 

Right to free legal aid, Right against solitary confinement, Right to a speedy trial, Right against 

handcuffing, Right against inhuman treatment. 

Right against delayed execution, Right against bonded labor, Right against custodial 

harassment, Right to emergency medical aid, Right to timely medical treatment in a 

government hospital. 

Right to a fair trial, Right of prisoner to have necessities of life, Right of women to be treated 

with decency and dignity, Right against public hanging,  Right to hearing. 

Right to information, Right to reputation, Right of appeal from a judgment of conviction, Right 

to social security and protection of the family, Right to social and economic justice and 

empowerment, Right to freedom from noise pollution. 

 

Q.37) Which of the following is/ are part of the Right to Freedom under Fundamental Rights? 

1. Right to elementary education 

2. Right to practice any profession 

3. Right to free movement 

Select from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Q.37) Solution (a) 

 

Basic Info: 

 



 

 

60 DAY PROGRAM – POLITY WEEK 1 AND 2 

The various rights under the category Right to Freedom are contained under the Article 19-22 

of the Indian Constitution:  

Article 19:  It is the most important and key article which embodies the “basic freedoms”. It 

provides that all citizens shall have the right - to freedom of speech and expression; to 

assemble peaceably and without arms; to form associations or unions; to move freely 

throughout the territory of India; to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India; to 

practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business.  

Freedom of speech and expression is not absolute. As of now, there are 8 restrictions on 

the freedom of speech and expression which include - Security of the state; Friendly relations 

with foreign states; Public Order; Decency or morality; Contempt of Court; Defamation; 

Incitement to offence; Sovereignty and integrity of India. 

Article 20: It provides for protection in respect of conviction of offences. In other words, it lays 

down certain safeguards to the person accused of crimes as stated below - Ex post facto law; 

Double Jeopardy and Self-incrimination. 

Article 21: It provides for the protection of Life And Personal Liberty i.e. no person shall be 

deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to the procedure established by law. 

 In the Maneka Gandhi case, 1978, the Supreme Court held that the right of free movement is a 

vital element of personal liberty.  

Article 21A: It provides for the right to elementary education. Thus, it is the responsibility of the 

State to provide for free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen 

years.  

Article 22: It provides for the protection of people who have been arrested or detained in 

certain cases. 

 

Q.38) Which of the following writs can be issued against both private individuals and public 

authorities? 

1. Prohibition 

2. Quo-Warranto 

3. Habeuas Corpus 

Select from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 
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d) 1 only 

 

Q.38) Solution (c) 

 

Basic Info: 

 

Habeas Corpus: It is a Latin term which literally means ‘to have the body of’. It is an order 

issued by the court to a person who has detained another person, to produce the body of the 

latter before it. The court then examines the cause and legality of a detention. The writ of 

habeas corpus can be issued against both public authorities as well as private individuals. 

Prohibition: Prohibition Literally, it means ‘to forbid’. It is issued by a higher court to a lower 

court or tribunal to prevent the latter from exceeding its jurisdiction or usurping a jurisdiction 

that it does not possess. Thus, unlike mandamus that directs activity, the prohibition directs 

inactivity. The writ of prohibition can be issued only against judicial and quasi-judicial 

authorities. It is not available against administrative authorities, legislative bodies, and 

private individuals or bodies. 

Quo-Warranto: In the literal sense, it means ‘by what authority or warrant’. It is issued by the 

court to inquire into the legality of a claim of a person to a public office. Hence, it prevents 

illegal usurpation of public office by a person. The writ can be issued only in case of a 

substantive public office of a permanent character created by a statute or by the Constitution. 

It cannot be issued in cases of ministerial office or private office. This can be sought by any 

interested person and not necessarily by the aggrieved person. 

 

Q.39) Right to Freedom of Religion under the Indian constitution provides that: 

1. A fee or tax cannot be levied by the government on religious endowments and pilgrims. 

2. A person cannot be forced to attend religious instruction in a state recognized 

educational institution. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.39) Solution (b) 
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Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Incorrect Correct 

 
Article 27 lays down that no person shall be 
compelled to pay any taxes for 
the promotion or maintenance of any 
particular religion or religious 
denomination.  
 
This provision prohibits only levy of a tax and 
not a fee. This is because the purpose of a fee 
is to control secular administration of religious 
institutions and not to promote or maintain 
religion.  
 
Thus, a fee can be levied on pilgrims to 
provide them some special service or safety 
measures.  

 
Under Article 28, no religious instruction 
shall be provided in any educational 
institution wholly maintained out of State 
funds.  
 
Further, no person attending any 
educational institution recognised by the 
State or receiving aid out of State funds 
shall be required to attend any 
religious instruction or worship in that 
institution without his consent 
 

 

 

Q.40) With respect to Cultural and Educational rights, consider the following statements: 

1. The term ‘Minority’ has been defined under the constitution. 

2. The minorities have been classified as Religious, Linguistic and Ethnic minorities. 

Which of the following statements is/are incorrect? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.40) Solution (c) 

 

Statement Analysis: 

 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Incorrect Incorrect 
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The term ‘minority’ has not been 
defined anywhere in the Constitution.  
 

 
The protection under Article 30 is confined only 
to minorities (religious or linguistic) and does not 
extend to any section of citizens. 
 
Therefore, there is no specific classification of 
minorities, Article 30 talks about only religious 
and linguistic minorities. 
 

 

Additional Info: 

Article 30 grants the following rights to minorities, whether religious or linguistic: 

 All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 

choice. 

 The compensation amount fixed by the State for the compulsory acquisition of any property of 

a minority educational institution shall not restrict or abrogate the right guaranteed to them. 

This provision was added by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 to protect the right of minorities 

in this regard. The Act deleted the right to property as a Fundamental Right (Article 31). In 

granting aid, the State shall not discriminate against any educational institution managed by a 

minority.  




